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A type of horse-boat… This
one, called “à manége,”
(p. 5) was propelled by
horses walking in circles...

Above, horses rotate the
wheel by operating it with
their hooves, which prevented
them from becoming morons
in the long run, they say ...
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From page 7— The coup de Jarnac
After a lengthy preparation and a long ceremony, the
opponents met. During the attack of François de Vivonne, Jarnac struck a blow with the back of his sword
and split the shin of his opponent. Some say there was a
crippling blow to the back of the left knee and another
to the right calf. François de Vivonne collapsed and did
not recover.
These unexpected and decisive blows were clever, but
regulatory. To the surprise of the participants, judges
took the view that the bout was within regulations and
Jarnac was therefore declared the winner.
As was customary, Guy Chabot could kill his opponent,
but he refused, and asked his opponent rather to recognize his wrongs. The latter refused and preferred to die.
He bled to death the following night after tearing the
bandages that covered his wounds. La Châtaignerie
chose death rather than the shame of defeat.
King Henry II addressing the winner said. “You have
done your duty. Your honor must be returned to you.”
The coup de Jarnac was never contested, and its legality was never in doubt. It was not until long after the duel
that the phrase took on a different meaning: “a stab in
the back,” a meaning that did not exist originally.
Guy Chabot,
baron de Jarnac

Jean-Louis Chabot

Note: The author thanks Mr. Gaetan Chabot, lawyer and historian residing in Montreal, allowing him to learn from his text,
"The Chabot in France, the coup de Jarnac” to write this article. Several websites have also helped him to enrich the text.
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